
A POEM-isa written expression ofemotion orideasin arrangementof

words/versemostoftenrhythmically.

POETICDEVICES

A.Simile-comparingtwounlikethingsusing"like"or"as"

B.Alliteration-meansrepetitionofconsonantwordsatthebeginningofwords

C.Metaphor-a figure ofspeech thatcompares two unlike things directly

withoutusing"like"or"as"

D.Personification-thisisassigninghumanqualitiestononhumanthings.

E.Onomatopoeia-meanswordsthatimitatesound"Boom,Hurge,pink"

F.Hyperbole-meansexpressionofexaggeration"lnearlydielaughing"

G.Symbolism-usinganobjecttorepresentanideae.glionsymboliseloyalty

H.Puns-meanswordswithahumorousdoublemeaning

I.Idioms-meansexpressionsthathaveameaningapartfrom themeaningsof

theindividualwords

J.Mood-meanstheoverallfeelingpoem creates.Moodortonecanbepalyful

,sad,lonely,angryorjoyful.

K.Oxymoron-means joining of two words that seem be contradictory

(opposite),butofferauniqueeffecte.g"livingdeath" "freezingfire" "pretty

ugly"

L.prose-itisanordinaryorplaineverydaylanguageusedinspeachorwriting

withnoparttensorrhymes.

FORMSOFPOETRY

A.cross poetry-itis a poem where the firstletterofeach line spells a

word;ussuallyusingthesamewordsasinthetitle.

B.Epicpoetry-itisalongnarrativepoem cerebratingtheadventuresand

achievementsofahero.Itdealswithtraditions;mythicalorhistoricalofa

nation.

C.Fablepoetry-apoeticstorycomposedinverseorprosewhithamoral

summedupattheendussuallyusinganimalscharacterstoteachavaluabe

lesson

D.freeversepoetry-itisanirrregularform ofpoetryinwhichthecontentis

freeoftraditionalrulesofversification.

E.Monodypoetry-apoem inwhichonepersonlamentsanother'sdeath

F.Odepoetry-apoem praisingandglorifyingaperson,placeorthing

TELLNOONE

(Forgirlsdefiledbythosetheytrust)

Aunt,

Ithasbeenmonthsandmonths

Ihaveenduredthetribulation

Ihavecarriedacross,mutely

Butnowfrailandfragilelhavebecome

Nolongercanlcarryon

OnthisruttedroadtoGolgotha



Letmeunwrapitall

Aunt,

Uncleisaheartlessswine!

Uncleisabrutalbeast!

Yes,myuncle,yourhusband,

Throwshimselfonmetimeaftertime

Andeachtimehedoesit

Hesternlywarnsme:

Tellnoone

Questions

1.Whatdoes"cross"symboliseinfirststanza?

2.Whatdoesthepersonaeffectivelytellthatheruncleisanevilperson?

3.Whydidthepersonatorelatetosufferinsilence?

4.Whatsubject/themeisbeingpresentedinthispoem?

5.Describethetoneofthepoem.

ZOMBABOTANICALGARDENS

Perchedatthefootofatoweringplateau

Beamingdelightedlyandfulloflife

Withtreescladincheerfulevergreenleaves

Astheystandonamanicuredgreencarpets

Punctuatedbyabedofflowershere

Andabattalionofrocksstandingguardthere

Birdsceaselesslychantinglullabies

Softlypiercingthecemeterysilence

Theserpent-likeMulunguzisnakingthrough

Itswatersheresplashingandtheresplattering

Surely,Adam andEvemusthavewalkedandplayedhere

Beforefallingfrom gracetograss

Questions

1.MentionthethingsthatarefoundinZombabotanicalgardensasstatedin

thepoem.

2.Thepoem employsthepoetrydeviceofpersonification.Identifytwothings

thathavebeenpersonified.

3.Explain the following expressions as used in the poem (i)cemetry

(ii)silence(iii)fallingfrom gracetograss.

4.WhateffectdoesthementionofAdam andEvehaveonthestateofthe

botanicalgardens?

5.From the poem,give any reason why itis importantto conserve the

environment.

SONGOFAWOMAN



Mineisasongoflament

Asongladenwithgriefandsorrow

Whowillbreakthesechainsofoppression,

Entanglingandchokingmefrom timeimmemorial?

Whenwilltheyceasethissuppressionofmyexpression,

Andletmyvoicebeheard?

Mineisasongoflament

Asongstuddedwithsadlyrics.

Whenshallmymanregardmehisequal,

Andshuncrowningmeanunderdog?

Whodecreedonlymenmustdecide,

Andwomennodtheirheads?

Ichantasongoflament

Asongwithunmusicalrhythm.

Whenshalltheysoundadeath-kneellforproperty-grabbing,

Forwidowstogetultimatesolace?

Whereisitinscribedonlyhusbandsarebreadwinners

Andwivesmererecipients?

Iam wearyofstretchingvocalcordsforthissong

Asongoflament.

Whenshallmydaughtersenteraclassroom,

Todrinkfrom thepotsofwisdom lidthere?

Tellmepeople whodeclaredit

Thatgirlsbehewersofwood orfetchersofwater?

Listentomysongallyethathaveears

Asongoflament.

Whenwilltheyvilifyviolenceagainstwomen

SothatIdancethedanceofliberty?

Whenshallthewomanattainherdignity

Formetosingasongofjoy?

Questions

1.Thesongofwomanisasongoflament.From eachstanzaidentifythe

reasonswhythewomanissingingasongoflament.

2.Whatdothefollowingstandforasusedinthepoem:(i)chainsinstanza1;

(ii)Underdoginstanza2;(iii)breadwinnersinstanza3nd(iv)potsofwisdom

instanza4?

3.Towhom themessageinthesongisbeingaddressed?Explain.

4.Whattwothingsinthelaststanzawillthepersonadotoexpressher

happiness?

SUICIDEBOMBOFCHIKANDA



Downtownchikanda

Atthatbrothelofaresthouse

Heferociouslysortedthem out

Oneafter other

Waveafterwave

Cutting likeasharprazorblade!

Nowherehemoansandgroans

InsideWARD2B

Frailandfragile

Morebonesthansteak

Thosewerelethalsuicidebombs

*chikandaisafamousslum townshipinZombacity

Questions

1."Suicidebombs"hasbeenusedasmetaphorinthepoem.Explainit.

2.Whatdoesexpression"brothelofaresthouse"meanasusedinthepoem?

3.Whichwordsalliterateinthepoem?

4.Pickoutalinewhichtellsthatthemanisthin.

5.Identifythetheme(s)ofthepoem.

ECHOESOFAGONY

(Forabrotherwho tookhislife)

Notonlyroughand toughtheroadmightbe

Butalsolengthyandthorny

Yet,allthesame,brother

Thejourneyfrom wombtotomb

Oughttobetravelledinfull

Sprintinghere,inchingthere

Notonlyhardandharshthetimesmightbe

Butalsopainfullandperilous

Yet,stillmore,brother

Onehastogallantlymarchon

Puttingonefootinfrontoftheother

Swiftnow,slowthen

Youshouldhaveboldlyconfrontedthefieryweather

Andvaliantlypassthrough theseasons

Youshould have spiritedlytrudgedon

Eveniflifeturnedintoday-to-daygrim struggle

foreverysoulonthisvileearth

Hasitsjustshareofwoesandafflictions

Nowherewithachingbottomsweperch

InthedevoidfoothillsofMwazisi



Eternallyhitbytheechoesofagony

Ouranguishedheadsdrooped

Frailarmsrestingonfeebleknees

Why,brother,why?

Questions

1.Readthepoem loudanddescribethemoodandtoneinit.

2.Thisisapoem onabrotherwhokilled himself. Pickoutlinesthat

discourage theactofsuicide.

3.Whichlinesfrom thefirstandsecondstanzameanthesameas"Alldays

arenotsundays"?

4."Inthedevoidfoothilsofmwazisi".Whateffectdoesthislinehaveonthe

laststanza?

5.Whydoyouthinkthepoem istitled"Echoesofagony"?

6.Whichlineinthepoem potraythatlifeisfulloftroubles?

TOMYJULIET

"Whatisinname?Thatwhichwecallarose

Byanyotherwordwould(still)smellassweat"

(RomeoandJulietbywilliam shakespeare)

Ihavesojournedfrom far

DescendingthehillsofNyika

Trudgingintothevalleysofshire

Tilllongatlast,

Uponyou,mysweetiehaveIstumbled

Butfathom this,myNanazi

Ihavetrampleduponthesturdywallsoftribalism

Forwhat'sinatribeone'sfetteredto?

Ihaveleptoverthemuscularterritorialbarricades

Forwhat'sinaterritory onespringsfrom?

HencebecertainmyBethrothed

Asundernaughtshalllayus

Tilldoomsdaytrumpetshrieks

ForIam Romeo

AndyouaremyJuliet

Questions

1.Thispoem isinspiredbyEnglish playwrightWilliam Shakespeare'splay

titled Romeo and juliet.How is the storyin the playsimilarto whatis

presentedinthepoem?

2.WhichpartofMalawidoesthepersonacomesfrom?Explain.

3.Inthesecondstanza;whateffectdoexpressions"Sturdywallsoftribalism"

and"muscularterritorialbarricades"haveonthesubject/themeofthepoem?

4.Whichlineinlaststanzashowthatthemanwilllovethisladyforever?



THESONG

Seasonin,seasonout

Thissongwehavechanted

Asongpregnantwithchunksofwisdom

Asongstuddedwithwordsofthesages

Onhowtoeludethesharptenaciousjaws

Onthismaraudingscourge

Butsadanddisheartening

Thatseasonin,seasonout

Theretinueofvictimssoars.

Whenshallwe,countrymen,

Ceasestretchingourvocalchords,

Chantingthesongoverandoveragain?

Questions

1.Suggestthescourgebeingreferredtointhepoem.

2.Whyisitcalled "maraudingscourge"?

3.Theline"seasonin,seasonout"isusedinbothstanzas.Whateffectdoes

thisrepetitionhaveonthemessage beingdeliveredinthepoem?

4.Thepoem istitledThesong.Whattypeofsongisbeingsanghere?Whois

singingit?

5.Whichwordsorexpressions infirststanzatellthatthereisenough

warningaboutthescourge?

6.Howisthepoem similartotheotheronetitledSuicidebombsofchikanda

writtenbythesamepoet?

SNAP

Whatkindofhabitisthis?

Whamannerofenjoymentisthis?

Ifthisisnotselfdestruction,

Lookingatdeathinthemouth

Playingdeliberatelyonthegrave'sdoor

Thenwhatisit?

Onyourfinger,keysdangled

Towardsyourcaryoustaggered

Thedooryouopened

Atthespeedometeryouneverlooked

Vroom thencrash!

Bloodflowedonthefloor

Snap

Youlifeyoudidend

Andthatofyourfriend



Whatdidyouleavewothyour wif?

Notareedofhopetoholdto,oraknife

Ofstrengthtocutthroughwallsofburdenedlife.

AllbecauseofdrySavannah?

Questions

1.Whoisspeakinginthepoem?

2.Mentiontwothingswhichshowthatthepersonspokenaboutinthepoem

isreckless.

3.Inyouropinion,Whatmaymakesomeonetoberecklessasshowninthe

poem?

4.DrinkinganddrivingisoneofthecauseofaccidentsinMalawi.Whatrole

canyouplaytoreducethehabitofdrinkinganddriving?

REBIRTH

Atnightwesowedtheseadsof hardwork

Nearandfarscattledthegrains

Hopefilled,eager toreap

Thefruitsofourlabour.

Andbeholdthetreesthatbaregroundsdressed

seethebeautyofgreenoursweatclothedandfreshairtheworldbreathed

Asraingavelifetoalandlongdead.

Inthetreesbirdschirp

Undertheshadesthecowsmow

Floraandfaunanowwecanshow

Aswedancetocelebratetherebirthofnature.

Questions

1.Identitythethemeinthepoem.

2.Explainhow plantsandanimalsbenefitedfrom thespeaker'sactioninthe

poem?

3.Nametheactionwhichthespeakerdidinthepoem.

4.Inyourownopinion,wasitnecessary forthespeakertodotheactionyou

havenamedin4above?

5.Picanytworhymingwordsfrom stanza3.

MOWED

Oureyeshaveseenmanyfall

Likemowedgrass

Andskyletfallingstars.

Ourearshavecaught

Thevillagecrier'sgong

Announcingyetanotherdead.



Daybydaythehopesofcurefade

Associety'sfabricismowedbyAIDS

Strange noyouth choosestoabstain.

Questions

1.Suggestwhatthespeaker issaying

a.Instanza2

b.Instanza3

2.Whatisbeingcomparedasmeteoritesinstanzaone?

3.Inyouropinion,Whatisthesettingforstanzatwo?Giveareasonforyour

answer.

4.WhyaremanyyouthsdyingofAIDS?

5.WhatcanyoudotostopthedevastatingeffectsofAIDStothesociety?

Mentionanythreepoints.

ITISNOTCIGARRETESTHEYSMOKE

Inthosebigbelliedcars

Thatawakemyancestorsfrom sleep

Itisnotpetrolitisnotdiesel

thatpowertheirspeed

butthestinkingsweatoftobacco tenants

Christ

Untilwhenshallthetillersofsoil

bechainedIntheEgyptofpoverty?

Shallthelabourerreachthepromisedland

thecananofeconomicindependence?

Itisnotcigarettestheysmoke

anypuffofsmokesprouting

Outoftheirfattylips

Ismylifeescapingtodeath

thesorrowoftheunderpaidfarmer

Landofmybirth

whenshallthelandbemyland?

Shallleverceasebeingahole

thatimpregnatesthesoilwithseeds

butneverownsownershipoftheblossomingfruit?

Questions

1.Identitythethemeofthepoem?

2.Whoserightsisthepersonfightingfor?

3.Givethreeproblemsthatarehighlightedinthepoem?

4.Whatisthemeaningofthephrase'cananofeconomicindependence?'

5.Howdoesthepoem showthatthepersonisnothappywithhisorherjob?



THECOTTONISRED

Ifyousaythiscotton

lmean

Ifyousaythiscottoniswhite

thenyouareblind

Itisblackascharcoal

Charredwiththepainsoflabour

onthefireofunderpayment

Thiscottonisred

stainedincrimsonblood

ofwoundeddreams

bruisedeconomicmiracles

ofmothers whoburntheirblood

comestingingrain

comeburningsun

incottonplantantions

Thiscottononlyturnswhite

Wherethegodsofoursweat

theharvestersofourlabour

linenthecotton

valueitbeyondunimaginablepercentages

beyondthepainsoflabourer.

Shallourcottoneverbewhite?

Shallitsnow-whiteinmyfield

Vaselinemycrackedhands

Sugarthesongoftheplanet

Shallit?

Questions

1.Whoisspeakinginthepoem?

2.Identifyoneelementinstanzaonethatismakingthecottonasblackas

charcoal?

3.Stanzatwoexplainshow womensufferbecauseofcottonlabour.Identify

twoproblemswhichtheyface.

4.Whoarereferredtoas'theharvestersofourlabour'instanzathree?

5.Whatisthesubject/themeofthepoem?

THECROP

Thesunraysandrainspears

Angrilypiercedmyunstraighteningback

Theclawedfingerssiftingthebarrensoil



Pavinghighwaytotheauctionfloors.

Youbuymysweatatpeanutrates

Tellmewhatdeterminesqualityleaf?

HaveyoueverseenUreaandAmmonia

Haveyoueverseeninsecticidesfalling

Likemannafrom manufacturingcompanies?

Thenyoutalkofdiscussionsononepaper

Hidinga litancyofbelowvalueratesinanotherhand

Whatisthecostofopeningbowlsofthesoil?

Howmuchisthevalueofeachthorn

Thatpepperinglystungmyhandsandfeet?

TellmehowIratetheintchingmoments

IhadtoscrubChitedzeonmybackagainstrocksandsand?

Youhoverinonbigbirds

Youlaughatthedust-milleageonourfeet

Nightcatchesyouinposhyhotelsandvillas

Allthatbutfruitsofmysweat

Worksofthesecursedhandsofmine

Thisisnotourcrop

Thisisnotourdream

Thisisnotoursweat

Wearenothingbutthepotthatcooks

Butpartakesnotinthedeliciousmeal

Pityyoufirethatcursesmybackmercilessly

Questions

1.Whoisspeakinginthepoem?

2.Towhom isheaddressinghis/herconcerns?

3.Whyisthepersonanothappy?

4.Whatisthemeaningofthephrase'youbuymysweatatpeanutrates?'

5.In stanza one,whatword is showing thatthe poem is abouttobacco

production?

6.Identifytwoproblemswhichthepersonahasfacedintobaccoproduction.

7.Whatisthetoneofthepoem?

UNTILWHEN

MamaAfrica

untilwhen

Shallwe

Yourmourningchildren



Weep?

We

Yourchildren

whoseheels

drytheground

dry

We

Whosefeet

mileage

meters

inmillions

We

yourchildren

thatsoupnewspapers

lunchbawo

dessertjokes

Untilwhen

Untilwhen

mamaAfrica

Questions

1.Identifythepersonificationinthepoem.

2.Givetwometaphorsthatarerevealingpovertyasthestatusofthechildren

ofafrica

3.SuggestreasonswhicharemakingchildrenofAfricacomplain.

WELCOMEHOME

Sonofthesoil

Havethewheelsbursted?

Youflewbythemarketblaringthehorn

Throwingdustintheeyesofyourpeople

Welcomehome.

Pointsofolderdon'tdrillboreholes

Canrejectingbudgetsbuydrugsforclinics?

Welcomeyouhomeourbelovedchild

Youdancedthedanceofhonourables

Youdrunktheliquorofpower

Throughapaperwegaveyouasit

Throughapaperwehaveracalledyouback



Theballotpaperisthevoiceofthevoiceless

Isn'tthatpaperenoughagunandbullettokillelephants?

Princeofthecompound

Ifthethirstdroughtsyourthroat

Lickwaterwithbleatinggoatsinthedams.

Andifdiarrheatearsdownyourbowels

Praythatshootsofchitimberemedyyou

Wemournedthatyoulostyouridentity

Shouldwenotcerebratethatyouseeyourmesswithusnow?

Constituencymessiah

Rainneverfearsdarkness

Whatkillsaburning furnance

Istheashthatitshits

Onceeveryfiveyearswearekingsandqueens.

Questions

1.Whatdoes'sonofsoil'standforinthepoem?

2.Howdoesstanzaoneshowthattheboywasdisrespectfultogispeople?

3.Whatarepossiblereasonsthathaveforcedhim togobackhome?

4.Howcanweknowthatthepoem istalkingaboutdutiesofaparliamentarian?

5.Whyarethepeoplenotsatisfiedwiththesonofthesoilinthepoem?

6.Doyousupportthepointthataballotpaperisvoiceofthevoiceless?

7.Explainthemeaningofthephrase'everyfiveyearswearekingsandqueens'

aspresentedinthelaststanza.

THEHOWLINGWIND

Thehowlingwind

Nolongercomesfrom west

Itisnolongerbrewed

Intheheartsofrevolutionaries

Thehowlingwind

Nolongeraltersthepoliticallandscape

Itisnolonger

Atreatmentforracialsegregation

Thehowlingwind

Uprootshouses

Leavingpeoplehomeless

placesunreachable



The howlingwind

Nolongerhasafigurativemeaning

Itisnowreal

Justapaindestroyer

Questions

1.How doesstanzaoneshow thattheparttenofthehowlingwindshas

changed?

2.Identifysomeofthefunctionsthatthehowlingwindusedtoperform before

changingitspartten?

3.Whatarethecurrentproblemscurrentlyassociatedwiththehowlingwinds

aspresentedinstanzathree?

4.Suggestareasonthatiscausingthehowlingwindstoday?

5.Howdoesstanzaoneandtwoshowthat'thehowlingwind'hasbeenused

asasymbolofdisasterinasociety?

IWANTDEATH

So

Thisismyresolution

Myplanstowards

Thefulfillmentofmygoals

Iaim

Tolayunprotected

Withthoseofmyageandnot

Tosmoke

Anddrinklikeafish

Iplan

Toabscondclasses

Spendtimenotonlyintaverns

Butinvideoshowrooms

Andvideogamecentres

Iwantdeath

Physically,mentalyandspiritually

ThatiswhyIwilldoallthat

Questions

1.Givethreeactionswhichwilllikelydestroythepersona?

2.How doesthepoem show thatthepersonaisnotconcernedwithhis

education

3.Identifysimilefrom thepoem.

4.Explain how the persona willdie physically,mentallyand spirituallyas

presentedinstanzaone,twoandthreerespectively?

5.Howisthepoem anironyoflifeanddeath?



OURFAULT

Therainscomenomore

Thecloudsgather

Butwindsrushtodispersethem

Theheatisourcompanion

Thesunbakesthesoil

Androastourbodies

Wehearofriversbursting

Hearofnaturegetting madandviolent

Andthenlivesgetlost

Werushtothehills

Toappeasetheancestors

Andpleaformercyandforgiveness

Theoldguardssaytoourshock

Theancestorsdidflee

Theycannotliveinbaremountains

Thenagainwegohome

Towaitfortheheattodissipate

Watchthecloudsgather

Andtheroutinecontinues

Thewindsdispersetheclouds

Norains

Hungeragainnextyear

From farawaylandswehear

Thousandsofliveshavebeenwashedawaybyrains

Wewonder

Andcry

Yetwecannotgotoancestors

Theylivenotinbaremountains

Theylodgenotindestroyednature

Itisourfault

Questions

1.Howdoesstanzaoneshowwhytherainsfailtocome?

2.Thepoem istheconstractofthemordenworldandthepast.How isthe



contrastshowninstanzafive?

3.Whataresomeoftheproblemsthatpeolpefacewhenrainsfailtocome?

4.Inyouropinion,whatiscausingraintocomeinlittleamountthesedays?

5.Howcantheproblem identifiedin4abovebesolved?

6.Thepeoplespeakinginthispoem haveacceptedresponsibilityforthe

failureofrains.Inyourownopinion,howhavetheycausedtheproblem?

7.Relatetheeffectsofclimatechangetothispoem.

BACKTOTHEFUTURE

Letnottimerush

Thesunoughttocircleinitsorbit

Asithasalwaysdone

Takemeback

Thistimetothefuture

Letmelivemylifethen

Perhapslmightworkhardinclass

Withthesamezealthatboyshad

Withoutconsideringmysex

Letmegetbacktothepast

ButIshouldtakethefuturewithme

SothatIprovemyparentswrong

Mineisnot vengeance

Itisapleaforachance

Toconvincethem allbackthen

Thatitpossible

Forladiestoachieveasmen

Asfuturebeholds

Questions

1.Whoisspeakinginthepoem?

2.Whatistheambitionofthepersona?

3.How isthepersonaintendingtobalancetheachievementsofmenand

womeninasociety?

4.Thepersonawouldliketomakeapointthatispossibleforladies to

achieveasmen.Whatdoesthistellabouttheattitudeofherparents?

5.Whatisthetoneofthepoem?

THEGAP

Hereyespenetratethemountains

Shecrossesvalleysbarefooted

Yes,shehasadestinationtoreach



shewantstoreachthepeakoflife

Andfillthegapbetweenmenandwomen

Sadnessengulfshermind

Becausenowomaneversetherfitwithinperimetersofclassroom

Theyalldivedintotheterritory calledearlymarriage

Henceherenthusiasm toreachthepeakofgoodlife

Andbeatparwithmeninhercommunity

Shesinksherheadintobooks

Sheeyesadaypeoplewillsmileather

Notbecauseofherbeauty

Notbecauseofherweightybrain

Sheisanamazinggirlforthisvillage

Questions

1.pickoutimageryfrom stanzaone?

2.Howdoesthepoem showthatthepersonahasseriousambitious?

3.Whatmeanshavebeenchosenbythepersonatoachieveherambitions?

4.Whathasgivenhercouragetoworkhardinclass?

5.Inyourownopinion,whyissheaspiringtofillthegapbetweenmenand

women?

MONEYMULTIPLIER

Iam amoneymaker

Iturncoinsintobanknotes

Yes,Iturnonekwachaintoamillion

Andtheycallmeamagician

ButIam justanentrepreneur

From singlecointomultiplecoins

Indeed,Imultiplylikemachine

It'sabrainatwork

Themoneyyouletsinkandbewashedaway

Icollectandletitmultiply

Callmeamordernandadvancedmagician

Joblessyouthsbreatheasighofrelief

Yes,theyworkinmyyard

TheyfeedtheirtoddlerswhileIburrycoinsinmypocket

Onlookersgetconfused

WhetherIam amagicianorentrepreneur

Ioptforthelatter.

Questions

1.Howdoespersonamistakenformagician?



2.Howdoesthepersonamakehismoney?

3.Whatdoyouunderstandbytheword,'entrepreneur'?

4.Howdoesthelaststanzagiveconfidencetojoblessyoungboysandgirls?

5.Whatadviceisthepoem puttingforward?

6.Whatisthetheme/subjectofthepoem?

THISBEAST

Thecallousbeastishereinthevillage

It'sinvisiblelikeair

Butharshlikestrongwind

Itclaimsourlives

Nowonderorphansalloverthevillage

Thisisacruelbeast

Ittakesawaylovingmother

Beforebabyisbreastfed

Itsnatchesusthebreadwinner

Sothatweeatstones

Thisisunfriendlybeast

Itkillsregardlessofage

Iteatsinfants,youthsandadults

Itmustberichinhumanblood

Buthumanracenevergivesuponit

Wewillstandandfight

Untilitoozesblood

It'sacoldheartedbeast

Andit'scalledAIDS.

Questions

1.pickouttwosimilesinstanzaone.

2.Whyarepeopleofthevillageworriedbecauseofthebeast?

3.Accordingtothepoem,whatiscausingincreaseinnumberoforphans?

4.Whithreferencetostanzatwo,whyisthisbeastcruel?

5.Identifytwoqualitiesofthebeastfrom thepoem.

6.Doyouthinkthepeopleofthevillagehavehopeofdefeatingthebeast.Give

reasons.

ASOLDIEROFTHEGREATWAR

Inness,

Ihavelistenedtoyourcontinualrhythms:

Adrumbeatofstrikingrefusals

Thatwithtimegrowsgraduallylouder

Pushingthroughthevelvetywallsofmylonelyheart

Aheart,whosefutureofbeinghealed,



Hasfailedtobeproperlydefined

Byyourlipssosoftandinviting;

Byyourpleasantsmilesldesire

Ihavetriedalotinlifebutsucceededinnone

Aslifegetsangryatmeforwrongtargets

ButtheroadtorecoveryisthatIseeinyoureyes

AndnevershallIgiveawaytoweakness

Thoughonlyarmedwithabandonedlove,

Iwillfightthislongandunsuccessful battle

Tomakeittherewithgrievouswoundstorturingmysoul

Beforethislongingescalatestosuicide

Sothatattheverylast,

Imaybecalled'AsoldieroftheGreatWar'

Andberememberedforeverandforevermore

Foramanwhowon'tdieforsomething,

Isnot fittolive

IthereforeaskyouInness

Tooncemorelistentomy'sweatnothings'

Readytogetoffmybruisedchest

Sothatyoucanfullyunderstandthen

HowdeeplyIhavefallenforyou.

Questions

1.Identifyoneimageryfrom stanzaone.

2.Whatdoes'soldier'symboliseinthepoem

3.Identifywordsthatareshowingthatthepersonisaskingforlove?

4.Whyisthepersonacallinghimself'asoldierofgreatwar'?

LIFETHROUGHTHESHREDDER

Criesecho

Throughwallsofhooliganism

Andfadegradually

Insomeunnamedplace

Mindstrace

Thevastbowlofburnishedgold

Lostbeyondfatalflaws

Consignedintoafarhinterland

Theskydescends

Achurningblackcloudofnewlife

Alifesosurrealyetwelcomed

Withdraggingandslothfulmovements



Sensesstrengthen

Hopesofonlytheradiantsky

Tohum melancholytunes

Onasilenthumpofeternity

Unansweredquestionsaddstanzas

Ofemptypromises;

Ofunsolvedlifeequations;

Ofloadedgunsreadytokill;

Ofcompromisingoverrightandwrong,

Overlegalityandillegality

Toaprayerthatseektruths

Incrazesofsecreciesyetthefutureisnotproperlydefined

It'slifethroughashredder.

Questions

1.Inyourgroups,readthepoem aloudanddiscussdifficultwords.

2.Discussthemeaningofthepoem.

3.Findoutwheatherthepoethasusedanypoeticdevicesinthepoem?

4.Listdownpoeticdevicesthatyouknow.

5.Suggestreasonswhythepoem istitled'lifethroughshredder'

GOAHEADMYLOVE
Grabatoolofyourchoice,

Axeyourshadowaway,

Tonedown,

Picktherightwords,

Coinphrasesskillfuly,

Convicethem todoubt

theexistenceofthesun,

Rejectyourreflectioninthemirror,

Blowatrumpetintheirears,

Toblurtheirreason.

Forwhenyouwrungmyhand,

Whenyoublewhoneyintomyears,

Whenyourheartwasagardenofroses,

Whenyoursmileweakenedmyjudgement,

Thischapteroflifewasunforeseen.

Sogoahead,

Runintothewild,

Afterninemonths,

Thisseedyouhavesown,

Thisshadowofyours,

Thisreflectioninthemirror,



willbewaitinfforareunion.

Questions

1.Whoisspeakinginthepoem?

2.Whatisthemoodofthepoem?

3."Thisseedyouhavesown',whatseedisthepersonareferringto?

4.Whatisthetheme/subjectofthepoem?

5.Whatwordsareshowingthatthepersonaistalkingtoamanwhoisdenying

pregnancyresponsibility?

OURS

Oursisbusedhymn,

Whosemessagelanguishes

benearththefeetofthepowerful,

Oursisacryoffrustration,

Forpowerfullionsrapingdefenselesskangaroos,

Oursisthisoutcry

Ofshootinginthebackahelplessman,

Oursisthistear,

Oursisthebillowingsmokeofchange.

Soitisyoutoo,

Soithashappenedtoyoutoo,

Soyouhavepuffedtoohard

From thecigareteofpower,

Youareparanoid.

Questions

1.Whatissaidtobeabusedhymn?

2.Whoisspeakinginstanzaone?

3.Towhom isthemessagebeingaddressed?

4.Howhasthepersonausedhispoeticdevices

5.Towhatextentisthepoem political?

THESACREDVOWS

Hisoffensivefists

Raincompetitively

Spittinghisruthlessness

Vomitinghiscruelty

Ashesavagelyhits

Killingmeeachday

Yetthevows

Sosacredandbinding

Lockupmylips

Makesmeimmune



Totheconstantabuses

Tohischillinghate

Questions

1.Whateffectdoestheopeninglinehavetothepoem?

2.Identifytwoimagesfrom thefirststanza.

3.Pickoutwordsin thesecond stanza which show thatthespeakeris

regretting.

4.Whatmadethespeakerimmunetotheconstantabuses?

5.Howisthepoem qualifyingtobeacampaignagainstdomesticvioloence?


