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HILLCRESCENTPRIVATESECONDARYSCHOOL

2022MALAWISCHOOLCERTIFICATEOFEDUCATIONEXAMINATION

ENGLISH

Wednesday,2August2022 SubjectNumber

M052/III

Timeallowed:2Hours

PAPERIII

(70marks)

SECTIONA:(30Marks)

1.Poem

 Readthepoem belowandanswerthequestionsthatfollow

YOUTHFULKINFOLKS

Youdenouncedourwickedness,

Declaringwewerearchaic,

Wewereuncivilized,

Because we had on hides for

clothes,

Andstrolledbare–foot,

I’m inmysunset,butIfearfor

you,

Youthfulkinfolks.

You despise our customary

healers,

Thedaughtersmearsmudtothe

abode,

Thelong-gonefolksareincensed,

Nosacrifice,nolibation,

Toappeaseandplacatethem,

Forthewreckedcustoms.

Kinsfolkshavespoilteachother’s’

blood,

Thereisturmoilintheclan,

Nooneheedstoouradage,

Bloodrunsthickerthanwater,
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I’m inmysunset,butIfearfor

you,

Youthfulkinsfolks.

Sonscalltheirfathersbynames,

Daughterscalltheirmothersby

names,

Sonsdisregardtheirfathers’age

mates,

Daughters treatwith contempt

theirmothers’agemates,

Ourgourdsand calabashesare

broken,

Ourclaypotsarebroken,

Our sacred tree subjected to

sacrilege,

ByourYouthkinfolks.

(Apoem bySamuelNg’ang’a)

Questions

a)Whoisthepersonainthepoem?

________________________________________________________________________

(1mark)

b)Describethecharacterofyouthkinsfolk.

_______________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

(2marks)

c)Whatisthegeographicalsettingofthepoem?Justifyyouranswer.

_______________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

(2marks)

d)Describeanytwothemesinthepoem.

_______________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

(2marks)

_______________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

(2marks)

e)Identifythetoneofthepoem.

________________________________________________________________________

(1mark)

f) Whatevidenceistheretosuggestthatthekinfolksarerude?

_______________________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________

(2marks)

g)Whatdoesthepoem meanbytheline“Iam inmysunset,butfearforyou”?

_______________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

(2marks)

h)Pickanexampleofanaphorainthepoem.

________________________________________________________________________

(1 mark)

2.Readthepassagebelowandthenanswerthequestionsthatfollow.

TheRivals

SincegettingNajereasasecondwife,thingsunderwentadrasticchangeinChabwera’s

home.Nadzimbiri,theelderwife,feltcagedwithafoe.Thoughshehadnoauthorityto

stopChabwera’ssecondmarriage,shedevisedherownmachinationsgearedtowards

dealingwiththe‘intruder’.

Bytradition,thetwowivesmealedtogether.Onsuchoccasions,however,theynever

exchangedanykindoftalk.Nadzimbirimadeanorderrestrainingherchildrenfrom

fendinganythingfortheirstomachfrom Najere’skitchen.Nadzimbiriplayedalltricks

justtoensurethatitwasNajerewhofirstenteredthedish.Suspicionandmistrust

reignedbetweenthetwowives.ToNadzimbiri,therichesandfamewhichsheenjoyed

unshared,nowbelongedtotwohouses.ThatwasthesinChabweracommittedagainst

her.

AcovertwarwasbeingfoughtinChabwera’scompound.Awarfoughtforonetreasure.

AndthattreasurewasChabwera’sfavours.Everythingthetwowivescoulddowasin

competitionwiththerival.However,Najereseemedtosucceedinherbattle.Shewas

veryinnovativewithhermodernity.Herhousewasmarvellouslydecorated.Her

dressingwasalsosuperb.ThiswasathorntoNadzimbiri’sheartasitreceived

unfractionedadmirationfrom Chabwera.

Chabwera’svillagewasknownasforitscollectivity.Thiswasvisible,especiallyduring

harvestingperiod.Thewholevillagewenttoharvestonefamily’scropsbeforemoving

ontothenextfamily’s.Chabwerabenefittedalotfrom thispolicy.Healwayshad

plentyofharvestwhich,ifhefaceditalone,wouldtakehim agestobringhome.

Onthisparticularday,allthewomenofthevillagehadgonetoharvestmaizefrom one

ofthevillager’sfield.Harvestingmaizewasdonebywomen.Men’sjobwasdigging
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groundnutsandtransportingthemaizecobsinoxcartstothevillage.Whenthemaize

stalkswerecut,theywereleftfortwomonthsbeforeharvesting.Thoughthisensured

thatmaizewasfullydrybeforeharvesting,themajorreasonwas,however,toletmice

enterandbreed.Micegavevaluetoanymeal,especiallywhenpreparedforhusbands.

Asthewomenworkedtirelessly,thelastheapofmaizestalksgrewthinnerandthinner.

NadzimbiriandNajere,whohadinitiallydeliberatelyplacedthemselvesonpolarendsof

theheap,wereboughtwithinametreofeachother.Realisingthis,Nadzimbirifelt

uneasy.Toeaseherself,sheenteredintoaconversationwiththeotherwomenwhose

presenceshehadnotnoticedsincetheworkbegan.

Najerecouldnotcatchmicewithherbarehandsasherrivalcould.Nadzimbiriearned

herselfthenickname“cat”formasteryinseizingmice.Atthispointintime,mice

startedrunninginalldirections.

Ahugecoincidence!NadzimbiriandNajere’seyesspottedonemousethatwasjust

contemplatinglaunchingaroughrunoutoftheremainingmaizestalks.Najerethrewa

maizecobatthemouseatthesametimeNadzimbiridivedforit.Thecobmissedthe

mouseandhittheground,boundingontoNadzimbiri’sfingers.Nadzimbirihaddelayed

herdivebyasecondandonlymanagedtocatchthetailofthemouse.Itquickly

razoredNadzimbiri’sfingerandslippedintoaheapofmaizestalksthatwasbehindher.

Whatacatchlost!

“Howonearthcouldyouhitmelikethat?”Nadzimbirishouted,herfingerbleeding.She

showedthebleedingfingertothewomenwhosympathizedwithher.“Shehitme

deliberatelywithacob,”Nadzimbirideclared.“Shewantedtofinishmeoff”.

NadzimbirigesturedtowardsNajereshoutingandfullyexasperated.Sheknewdeep

downherheartthatthemousewasthecauseofthismisery.Butthatwastheonly

chanceinherwaytodealwiththe‘intruder’.

“Wewillsee,”Nadzimbirideclaredasshehailedherbabyonthebacktostartgoing

home.ShetotallyresistedNajere’spersistentapologies.“Hitmewithamaizecob?”

Nadzimbirire-examinedthejustificationforthemilitaryactionthatshewasgoingto

immediatelyimplement.

Najerewassurprisedtoseehernecklockedinsomebody’sarms.Withinamomentshe

realisedwhothatpersonwas.Inadrivetobespared,shere-apologized,havingrecalled

theearlierincidentinthefields.

That,however,encouragedfurtherblowsandinsultswhichshecouldnotbearnow.

Thechildrenwatchedinawe.Najere’sretaliativekickswerefutileandsheresortedto

counter-insultingherco-wife.NajeretoreNadzimbiri’sskirtuptohiplevelasshe
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struggledforfreedom.ThisintensifiedNadzimbiri’sfury,butfortunately,Chabwerawas

back.

“Cansomeonetellmewhatishappeninghere?”enquiredChabwera,droppinghis

pangastotheground.Thewomenweretiredofthephysicalfightandwerenow

engagedininsultswithoutboundaries.

UsingherpowerNadzimbirirushedintoexplainingwhathadhappened.Herexplanation

wasloadedwithahostofexasperationsinanattempttoconvinceChabwera.

Throughouttheexplanation,Najere,sobbing,interruptedwithprotestsaswhat

Nadzimbiriwassayingcarriedtheleasttruth.ChabweragentlyaccompaniedNajereto

herhouse.

NadzimbiriexpectedChabwerabackmomentarilytospeaktoher,athingChabwera

neverdiduntillateatnight,leavingNadzimbirionthepointofburstingwithfuryand

rage.

[Adaptedfrom:WeekendNationof22–23September,2007]

Questions:

1.Whatisthegeographicalsettingofthestory?Justifyyouranswer.

______________________________________________________________(2marks)

2.From whatpointofviewisthestorytold?

________________________________________________________________(1mark)

3.WhatcausedadrasticchangeinChabwera’shome?

________________________________________________________________(1mark)

4.Apartfrom thethemeof“Unity/Solidarity”,describeanyotherthemeportrayed

inthestory

_______________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________(2marks)

5.Identifyonemetaphorfrom thepassage.

_______________________________________________________________________(1mark)

6.Describeanyonecharacterofeachofthefollowing

i. Chabwera_______________________________________________________

________________________________________________¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬_______(2

marks)
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ii. Najere__________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________(2marks)

7. ExplainhowthethemeofUnityhasbeenunveiledinthepassage?

________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________(2marks)

8. Whatfigureofspeechisthephrase“whatacatchlost!

____________________________________________________________________

(1mark)

9. WhatevidenceinthestoryshowsthatChabweraisawelldoperson?

_____________________________________________________________________(1mark)

SECTIONB(40marks)

 Answerbothquestionsinthissectiononthespacesprovided.ChooseeitherAor

Bineachcaseandnotboth.

1.THEPEARLbyJohnSteinbeck

EITHER

a. Mostcharactersregrettheirdecisionsin“ThePearl”.Justifythisclaim.
(20marks)

OR

b. Describethefollowingthemesfrom thebook“ThePearl”.Givefourpointson

each

i.Betrayal

ii. Dishonesty
(20arks)

2.MACBETHbyWilliam Shakespeare.

EITHER

a)“Macbeth”asaplayisfilledwithseveralconflictingmoments.Explainhowthe
followingareashavebeenportrayedbyusingrelevanteventsinthebook:

iii. GoodversusEvil

iv. LightversusDarkness (20
marks)
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OR

b)Withexamplesfrom theplayof“Macbeth”,provethatalotofcharactersin

theplayarewicked.

(20marks)

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________
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________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________
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________________________________________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________
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________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________
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_______________

THEENDOFQUESTIONPAPER


